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Opening Hymn         Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising   CW #42

Come, your hearts and voices raising, Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
Loudly sing his love amazing, worthy folk of Christendom.

See how God, for us providing, gave his Son and life abiding; 
He, our weary steps is guiding from earth’s woe to heav’nly joy.

Christ, from heav’n to us descending and in love our race befriending,
In our need his help extending, saved us from the wily foe.

Gracious Child, we pray you, hear us; from your lowly manger cheer us.
Gently lead us and be near us till we join th’ angelic choir.

Invitation to Worship

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. 

M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
C: O come, let us worship him.

M: I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
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C: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord.

M: The Word became flesh 
C: and made his dwelling among us.

M: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father,

C: full of grace and truth.

M: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,

C: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” 

♫    Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;             
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above.
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n,
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Confession of Sins

M: O Jesus, you are the holy Son of God, the sinless son of Mary.
C: Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.



M: O Jesus, you are the Light of the world.
C: We have walked in the darkness of sin.

M: O Jesus, you are the Savior of the world.
C: Have mercy on us and grant us peace.

C: ♫   O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;      
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

The Absolution

M: Our Lord willingly came to this earth to live in our place and to die for the 
sins of all. He is the Prince of Peace who is full of grace and truth. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord…

Song of Praise            Angels We Have Heard on High   CW #63

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.



Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Scripture Lesson                 Isaiah 52:7-10

7 How beautiful on the mountains
     are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
     who bring good tidings,
     who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
     “Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
     together they shout for joy.
When the Lord returns to Zion,
     they will see it with their own eyes.
9 Burst into songs of joy together,
     you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people,
     he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The Lord will lay bare his holy arm
     in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
     the salvation of our God.

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.



Hymn               From Heaven Above to Earth I Come   CW #38:1-3

“From heav’n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, whereof I now will say and sing:

 “To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christ, our God most high, who hears your sad and bitter cry;
He will himself your Savior be from all your sins to set you free.

Second Lesson          Hebrews 1:1-9

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and 
in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So 
he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
superior to theirs.
The Son Superior to Angels
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,
“You are my Son;
    today I have become your Father”?
Or again,
“I will be his Father,
    and he will be my Son”?
6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 
7 In speaking of the angels he says,



“He makes his angels spirits,
    and his servants flames of fire.” 
8 But about the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever;
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions
    by anointing you with the oil of joy.

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come   CW #38:4-6

“He will on you the gifts bestow prepared by God for all below,
That in his kingdom, bright and fair, you may with us his glory share.

“These are the signs which you shall mark: the swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid by whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

How glad we’ll be to find it so! Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done in sending us his own dear Son.

Gospel                                                       Luke 2:1-20

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town 
to register.



4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told.

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ



Hymn     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   CW #61

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!  
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Hail, the heav'nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Christmas Message                 

Athanasian Creed

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord 
Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 



Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man. He is God, eternally begotten from the 
nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his mother, 
pg. 9 fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, equal to the 
Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity; and though he is 
both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, one, not by changing the 
deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God; one, indeed, not by 
mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just as the rational soul 
and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ. 

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Offering Hymn                               IHR KINDERLEIN KOMMET

C: ♫   Let’s kneel with the shepherds, adore him today,
And worship and praise him as gladly as they,
Rejoice that he comes as our Savior from sin,
And join with the angels in singing to him.

Dear Christchild, we bring our own offering to you;
We give you our hearts; keep them loving and true.
O let them be holy, and make us all one
With you, our dear Savior, and God’s only Son.

 
         
Prayer of the Church

M: O Lord, who bears the name “Jesus” and comes to save us from our sins, 
we praise You for Your birth in a world made dark with sin. As the angels 
once sang with joy in the dark fields outside Bethlehem, grant us joyful 



hearts to proclaim the same good news to this world which sits in the 
darkness of sin. O Lord and Savior born in Bethlehem,

C: hear our prayer and grant us peace. 

M: O Lord, who bears the name “Wonderful,” we thank You for the gracious 
and wonderful gifts You have given to us: the gift of faith, the truth of Your 
Word, the consolation of Your Sacraments, and the help and comfort we 
receive from fellow members of Your Church.  Help us to not keep these 
gifts to ourselves, but to spread far and wide the glad tidings of great joy so
that Your kingdom may grow and flourish under Your grace. O Lord and 
Savior born in Bethlehem, 

C: hear our prayer and grant us peace. 

M: O Lord, who bears the name “Immanuel” and is “God with us,” we pray 
that You would be with and sustain those who are in hospitals, nursing 
homes, or are lonely in their hearts or homes. Be near them, Lord Jesus, 
with the comfort of Your Holy Word and through the presence of us, their 
neighbors.  O Lord and Savior born in Bethlehem, 

C: hear our prayer and grant us peace. 

M: O Lord, you are the Light of the world and the One who shines upon those 
who dwell in darkness and those who live in the shadow of death. Bring 
words of comfort to those who fear death or who mourn without the hope
found in Your birth, life, death and resurrection. For those near death, turn
their eyes toward the glory of heaven found only in You so that they need 
not fear death. O Lord and Savior born in Bethlehem, 

C: hear our prayer and grant us peace. 

M: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen.



Lord’s Prayer                            MUELLER

♫   Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone; 
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 
And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again 
From all of creation, forever! Amen. 

Closing Prayer 

M: Holy and eternal Word of God, through the mystery of your incarnation 
you became fully human. We marvel with the shepherds at the miracle of 
your birth. Work in the hearts of your faithful people that the good news 
of salvation revealed through you, the Word made flesh, might be spread 
in all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen

Benediction



M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn               Joy To The World    CW #62

(all)  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing. (3x)

(ladies)  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy. (3x)

(men)  No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found. (3x)

(all)  He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love.  (3x)

Welcome to all who came to join in celebrating our Savior’s birth. May the good 
tidings of great joy you heard this morning be yours and yours to share all year 
long. 

Thank you to Barb Olsen who served as our organist and clarinetist and Emmalie
Olsen who played flute this morning. 



Please pick up your 2022 envelopes from the tables in the fellowship hall.  Also, 
please take the opportunity to check your church mailboxes.

Schedule   We do have worship services tomorrow (with Holy Communion) at 
the normal times. There is no adult bible study, Sunday school, or catechism 
class this week, but we will resume the normal schedule next week on January 
2nd. 

New Year’s Day    Join us next week on New Year’s Day as we ask the Lord’s 
blessing on the new year.

Merry Christmas   In Jesus Christ, may God bless you with a very merry 
Christmas!


